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Wayne Wonderland to Capitol Reef:
The Creation of Utah’s Fifth National Park pun'a)

y the time he became the
caretaker of Capitol Reef
Mational Monument in May

1943, Charles Kelly was already a
well-known author and outspoken
student of history. Trained asa
printer and musician, raised in a
very religious family, he had left
hehind both religion and his native
Mithigan and sereled in Salt Lake
City after World War 1. There, he
opened a printing company and
began wandering abour the West.
Throughour the late 19205 and carly
305, he had roamed much of the
l..‘{nlor:_uiu Platesn, researching his
Books on outlaws and Mormaon
history.

Introchuced ro the Torrey area by
his friend AL “Doc” Inglesby, o
retired dentist and rackhound who
lived at Fruita, Kelly and his wife,
Harrictte, were sogn enchanted.
They moved to Fruita in 1941,
squatting in one of Ingleshy's cabins
while Kelly wrote and artempred to
save money to buy property there. As
it turned out, there was no necessity;
he agreed to take the job as caretnker
in exchange for an annual salary of
$120 and free renct at the Chesnutt
house, which the Park Service had
recently purchased. 1

Before he retired in February 1959
at the age of 70, Kelly had struggled,
ofei single-handedly, to preserve the
park’s resorces and improve i
facilities. When he retired to Salt

Lake Ciry, Capitol Reef lost avalunble

on-site advocare, But times were
changing, visitation wis on the rise,
and the sleepy monument was about
o undergo o massive transformation.
The late 19505 and early 60s were
a time of national patk development
nationwide, and Capitol Reef was no
exception. The road from the Twin
Rocks farmation, near the
MONUMETIE'S Mlm. L} Frulra
weas paved in 1957, East of Frulta, it
was decided the road should continue
narth through the Fremont River
Canyon. But before this could be
aceomplished, the Park Service had to
buy-cut the remaining five landowners
in Fruita to establish a right-of-way.
This proved to be a difficult, pro-
longed process when two, Cora Smith
and Max Knueger, refused to sell.
Eventually, the Mational Park Service
initiated condemnation proceedings.
Antempts on the part of the Park
Service to restore Fruita to its pre-
settlement state weren't always
welcomed by visitors, ar by represen-
mtives of the National Park Service



itself, In the mid-1960s, Acting Regional Director Hugh Miller recom-

" work in the park. Blackburn expressed his belief that vestiges of the

Wayne Wonderland Continued from Cover...

mended leaving the Fruita inholdings in private handls: Fruita, he- urgucd

“is an ‘exhibit in place,’ a typical Mormen settlement which has retainied
much of its early day charm.” But Miller was outvored. The private
landowners were bought out. Down the buildings came,

Writing years after the [ac[._lau'thar Wallace Stegner weighed in with
his own argument. Doing research for the baok American Places, he
revisited Capitol Reef; a favorite site of his, duting bick o the 1920
when his family had owned a cabin at nearby Fish Lake. Stegner had
occasionally stayed in the rough cabins Doc Ingleshy rented out and had
fond memories of the old Fruita. He wrote, *Fruita used to be one of our
favorite places—a sudden, intensely green lietdle valley among the cliffs of
the Waterpocket Fold, opulent with cherries, peaches, and apples in
season, inhabited by a few families who were equally good Mormons and
good frontiersmen and good farmers.”

During the course of his research, Stegner interviewed Eugene
Blackburn, a part-time farmer from nearby Bicknell, who did maintenance

settlement, particularly the Chesnure store with the hand-cranked gas .Chaﬂe.s K;ﬂy—mi#d w_ au.d;or, ‘

pump out frant, should have been preserved as living history, Stegner and the first caretaker of Cupitol Reef. Coirtesy,
concurred: “Capital Reef would have been richer if the Chesnute store had Utah Staze Historical Society.

been kept. The land is not complee without its human history and
associations. Scenery by itself is pretry sterile. The Chesnurts were living folklore, survivors of the froneier. T would go o good way to have one of
Mother Chesnurt'’s breakfasts again, with peaches and cream, hot biscuits, corned elk, and eggs baked in the oven in a muffin tn.."

Stegmer would heve been pleased to see that the park's current superintendent, Chuck Lundy, is largely in agreement with this sentiment.
“'Wc e very plcnsed with the fact thul Fruita was rccogm:ed in March 1997 on the National Historic Register as a Rural Cultural Land-

: seape,” Lundy said. “Its a celebration ufpinnocrs«:ulem:m. the
unique cultural component of Fruita,”

“Over the next few years," Lundy continued, “we plan to put
in new hiking rrails and incerpresi hibits and handi
accessible trails: [v says o past practices that there are no more
ambiguities. Fruita is important and wilt be protected.”

Lundy is also pleased by che advent of the Gifford House,
which serves as a sort of adjunct to the official park visitor center.
This restored pioneer-er house helps visitors interpret local
histary through lectures, concerts of old-time music, and the sale
of reproduction Tretms produces by local craftspeoples

Today, Capirol Reef faces many, of the problems thar burden’
the Southwest's other popular pu_rkﬁ lack of staff (according o
Lundy, Capirol Reef has the lowest ranger-to-acre mtio of any
park in the lower 48 states), vandilism, theft of resources, and
antiguated equip The park Iy introduced a new
general management plan thar Lundy believes will address
many of the concerns before they become overwhelming, “We
want to be ahead of the curve thar some of the other parks, like
the Grand Canyon and Arches, have been overwhelmed by,
Lundy said.

O example of this planning is the park’s nascent educa-
tional outreach program which is being desigried to enrich
visitor's experiences. “It's ong more way to build a constituency
that cares deeply about the park and suroundings environs. We
want to reach the thousands of families and Kids and help them
to understand the natural fesources and unique culwure of this f
. area”




An Entrada Mid-Summer Hello

"Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
and summer's lease hath all too short a date.”
" —Shakespeare, “Sonnet 18"

he winds of spring have indeed shaken the cottonwoods around homes in Boulder,
l Utah. They have blown constantly from the south, though the Colorado Plateau
couniry was spared the mins that plagued the Whasatch Front this spring. Fieldsare
starting to get the yellow look of summer. But the delights in being able to escape to Torrey
or Boulder are the cool summer evenings, the soft breezes that keep all but the most

persistent flying critters away, and the great weekend events that have been hosted this year.

The Entrada InstitutefFriends of Capitol Reef National Park partnership, entered into
this year, has offered visitors to southem Utah an opportunity ta experience the beauty of
the area, to spend an evening listening to music or poetry, or to learn a new skill. Events
have been held both ar Capitol Reef National Park and ar Robber's Roost Books in Torrey,
birthplace and home of the Entrada Institute. To date, over 300 visitors and residents have
betn entertained with the help of the bockstore, Park staff, and Entrada Board members,

In addition to the events thus far, activities are planned from now well into October.
(See the Schedule of Events on the back page.) The “Writing From the Land® workshop,
September 18-20, will feature amumber of well-known writers and editors as instructors and
consultants. Royden Card's “Painting the Desert Land” workshop the followi kend
will be equally noteworthy. (See the enclosed flyers.) In Ocmber. you can luok forward to
“Rock Art for Novices,"” featuring rock art of Capitol Reef and a Dutch oven dinner
prepared by the Lamry Davis family from Boulder. Events will continue into November, so
check with Entrada as to the details of the late-season events, and plan your weekends to

Kirkmount at the Park
“Why this is very midsummer madness.”
—Shakespeare, Twélfth Night, I1l, iv
The afternoon of July 18, 1998, was hot in the
canyons of Capieo] Reef National Park. As the
designated emcee for the evening's event, Lwas to

meet Kitkmaunr, Utah's premler Celtic band, at

the amphitheater at six-thiny, | made it, as did the
roup’s harplst and fiddler. The cellise and sound
equipment were somewhere else! As guess started
to seat themselves, the rest of the group arrived and
seurried 1o set up in the evening heat.
Those of you who visit southern Utah know
thar time is genermlly irrelevant on the Calordo
Plateau; it ceralnly was that night, When the three.
teen-aged brothers who call themselves Kickmount
eranked up with Jigs and reels and mnik ofllml
fon, the crowd
It lu:lmd' Thn changes in temperature and
humidity raised havee with their Instruments,
weril e tuning sessions, but the crowsd

_requlring se
_of about 75 was patient. Around the time thar bats

were swooping along the creek behind the music
stand, their grandfather was codxed onto the sage
by the boys and a very appreciative audience.
Grandpa played the banes and then danced an
impromptu fig before diving back into the crowd. -
The canyon walls of Entrada sandstone echoed
with music and appeeciative applause. When the
concert was over, the Milky Way spread overhead
from one rim of the canyon to the other. ltwasa
southem Utah evening it was indeed midsummer

include as many of the remaining activities as you can.

madness!

Writing from the Land

tone time or another, every aspiring writer needs direction: a
A gentle (ornot so'gentle) puth, encouragement to continue

putting one word after the ather. Where do you find Inspira-
tion? And having found i, what do you do nexe! Inscnuctors Francais
Comoin, Gremn Belanger DeJong, Shelly Hunt, Edward Leuders, and
Brooke Williams; literary ngene Mancy Swuffer Cahoon; and editor Carol

Houck Smith will help you answer those questions. The occasion will be -

the third anmal “Writing from the Land” writers' workshop, to be held
September 1820 in- Torrey and Capitol Keef. {See the enclosed (lyer)
Writers at all levels who write in oll styles are welcome.

The workshop will begin at 9 a.m. on Friday nt Robber's Roost Books
and end at noon on Sunday in Capitol Reef National Park. Each duy will
be spent in workshop sessions, hikes (non-strenuous hikes of 1-2 miles ar
un elevation of 5,600 feet), and manuscripe conferences, Friday and
Soturday evenings will feature readings by the Instructors and the
participants, res:m.uvrlv

A general discussion on storytelling and wrl:lns abaut the natural and
human worlds will oceur from 9:00 p.m. to noon Sunday moming at the
Ripplerock Nature Center in Fruita. Other topics will be the possibilities
of publication, how to present your work, and the nuts and bales of the'
writing process in general. The Sunday moming session is made possible
by a grnt from the Utah Ars Council and the Urah Humaniries
Couneil; it is free and open to the public.

If you have any questions, call Francols Camoin or Shelly Hun: at
(801) 532-7602. This project is jointly sponsored by a grant from the
Utah Arts Council, the Utah Humanities Council, and the National
End far the Arts, Washi L.

Painting the Desert Land

twi-day workshop, September 26-27, will feature Royden Card,
A Entrda’s first nmst in-residence and one of Utah's premier

artises. This p pravides o derful o not
anly be out-of-doors in mu‘thn mast spectacular ]:lnrlsmpe in all of
North America, but alsa to paint and draw with one of Utah's premier
artisss. Royden's work had been featured in magazines, newspaper articles,
and exhibit cotalogs. It is held in private and museum collections throughout
the United States, in¢luding the S in Whshingron, DIC. He has
taught ar Brigham Young University, University of Utah, and Urah Valley
Srate College. During his career, Royden has conducred many painting and
printmaking workshops for the Utah Arts Couneil, For the past two decades,
his artistic focus has been on 'the deserts of southern Utah:

This workshop, which ean ac date the beginner ns well os the |
sensoned painter, will pravide an opportunity for our members and friends
to paint and draw the historle Torrey area and the red rock country of
Caplrol Reef National Park. The important thing will be to get inta this
beautiful land and explore it with the appreciative eye of the aetist and 1o
be with other people who enjoy plein-air painting.

On Saturduy, sketches of severnl of Torrey's historic sites will be the
warm-up for painting and drawing some of Capitol Reel’s spectacular
desert scenery. Sunday will focus exelusively on sketching and painting in
the park. Both workshop sessions will involve non-strenuous hiking. -

To hold your place, please complete and send the enclosed form (if more
than one person is registering, include a list showing all names, addresses,
phone numbers, ete.} and your payment to Entmda; PO, Box 750217,
Tatrey, UT B4775—A refiend (less $5 processing fee) is acuilable wnil the start of
the first workshop session (Sepeember 26, 1998, 8 a.m.) Sorry, no refunds
therenfter. For more information, call Entrada {435} 425-3265 or Royden
Card {801) 595-8071.




Schedule for the Remaiﬁder of the 1-998 Season'.. :

Note changes from the carly-season schedule, Call
(435) 4253265 for adbitonal informution and Lis-
inase changer. All activities'ane ae 7:00 p.m. ar
mkw%h%m‘mﬁr noted.

Aw!!rhnmlf,pbmaph er, and
Larey W,Mmﬂllm;mmmd
* acoustic mile and imiges of the desert and
mounmain landscapes of southern Utnh.

August 221 Big Moose, part-time Wayne
County residents and recording artists, will share un
* evening of folk-tock and grooving dance music on
“the outdoor stage 1 Robber’s Rt Books.

 August 29: Gathering of the Clan—Mare
will so0n be avnlhblc about this gee-
bers st Capieol

munnl 291 Fred Blackburn, archaeplogint and
will read from hin bock Coubeys and Cone
Dheellers, about his "revene archaeology” project in
"Grand Gulch.

cptember 51 Stephen Tihnblt.m\uhmw
- photigripher, will debur his new slide show of
o ok

September 121 Don Gomes, singethongaTiter,
a favorite with Wasatch Front audiences, will
present a concert of R

September 18-20: Writing from the Land—
Join our eteemed faculty to celebrate all forms of
creative writing and the narural beauty of Wayne ™
County during the Jed annual "Writing from the
Land™ warkshop. See the enclosed flyer. For more
infarmation, call (801} 532-7602.

September 25: Dawn Marano, acquisitions
editor with the University of Urah press, and Guy
Lebeda, the Utah Ars Council's literary arts
coondinator, will veam up'far an evening of
readings.

September 26-27: Painting the Desert Land—
Join Reyden Canl, Entella's fint astise-in.
residence, for two diys of tketching and painting
Tewzer's hisscie sites somd Capitod Reefs specomular
desert - See the enclosed fiyer, or call Frank

October 9: Frank McEntire, an esteemed
sculptor and art critic, will give o slide presentation,
“Maynard Dixcon, Panter of Poetry and Pathes” ¢
McEntire will explote how Dixon came to e his
Tifie’s woek as interpreting “the poetry and pathos of
lifie of Western people, seen amid the grandeus,
stemiiess, ancd loneliness of their countey.”

Ocnober 10: Rock Art Hike and Dutch oven
dinner—Entrada boasd menbens Kathy Kankainen
and A Martines will team up with Larry Davis of
Anasazi Village State Park in Boolder I‘mad.wnf
exploring Feemont Indinn rock arr, enjoying a
delicionn dinner, and storytelling. Ih‘r.ml.- it

October 173 David Sucee, rotk-an wpocialiae
and author of Sacred Imager, will lecture on
pictographs and petroglyphs.

Oktober 24-257 Scoti T. Smith, plmrguplm
w|l.| ll:ﬂmﬂll\e‘ﬁllcﬁ_nﬂm Boulder

-thn:hru.lM?Sl{uwr wx e AL

(IENE
September 26: Rmeﬁm Cln'l \Iill proesent a
lecture and slike shop at Capitol Reef Narional
Park Amphitheater at 800 pm.

October 3: Kent Froat, author of My

Canyonkath and 2 native of Monticello, will tell

stotfes aned read from his clasie southem Utah
memolr
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