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Nigh t  Sky 
To o l Kit ’s  Pu rp o se

1. In t ro d uce  gue s t s  o n  t h e  Co lo rad o  Pla t e au  t o  
Nigh t  Sky St e ward sh ip

2. Pro vid e  a  b rie f in t ro d uc t io n  o n  ligh t  p o llu t io n  
an d  it s  im p ac t s  o n  an im a ls , b ird s , p o llin a t o rs  an d  
m am m als   

3. Discuss  lo ca l n igh t  sky sup p o rt e rs  an d  ac t ivit ie s
4 . Se t  fo rt h  a  “Be gin n e rs  Gu id e  in  Ast ro n o m y”  
5 . Re vie w t e le sco p e  o ffe rin gs  fo r t h o se  wan t in g t o  

le a rn  m o re
6 . Offe r a  fe w t ip s  in  a s t ro p h o t ograp h y
7. Discuss  lo ca l p o in t s  o f in t e re s t  fo r n igh t  sky 

vie win g
8 . Sh a re  id e a s  fo r t h o se  in t e re s t e d  in  im p le m e n t in g 

ligh t in g id e a s  wh e n  t h e y re t u rn  h o m e  
9 . Pro vid e  d a rk sky re so u rce s



Darkn e ss  is  ve ry im p ort an t  t o  t h e  
h e a lt h  an d  we llb e in g o f h um an s  
an d  h as  b e e n  fo r t h ousan d s  o f 

ye a rs .

Da rk Skie s  an d  
Hum an s

Phil 
Sis t o



Co lo r Te m p e ra t u re
Our p h o t o re ce p t o rs  a re  m uch  m ore  

se n s it ive  t o  b lue  ligh t  ra t h e r t h a n  wa rm e r 
ligh t . 

Ch oosin g a  wa rm e r ligh t , p a rt icu la rly 
d u rin g t h e  e ve n in g, will h e lp  you  fa ll 

a s le e p  a n d  p rom o t e  t h e  p rod uct ion  o f 
m e la t on in .

Dark Sky International



We  a ll h a ve  a n  in t e rn a l b io logica l c lock 
kn own  a s  ou r c irca d ia n  rh yt h m . Th is  is  a  

s le e p -wa ke  p a t t e rn  a ffe c t e d  b y t h e  
n a t u ra l d a y/ n igh t  cyc le .

Our c irca d ia n  rh yt h m  is  in flue n ce d  b y 
p h o t o re ce p t o rs  in  ou r e ye s  t h a t  a re  

se n s it ive  t o  b lue  wa ve le n gt h s  o f ligh t . 
Art ific ia l ligh t  ca n  d is rup t  t h is  n a t u ra l 

cyc le .

Art ific ia l ligh t  a t  n igh t  ca n  a lso  d is rup t  
p rod uct ion  o f m e la t on in , wh ich  is  n e e d e d  
t o  h e lp  u s  ge t  a  good  n igh t s  s le e p , b oost  

ou r im m un e  sys t e m , a n d  lowe r 
ch o le s t e ro l.

Circad ian  Rh yt h m



Th e  rh yt h m  o f n igh t  an d  d ay is  in  e ve ry livin g 
t h in g's  DNA. Ligh t  p o llu t io n  h a s  d is rup t e d  

t h is  cyc le , n e ga t ive ly a ffe c t in g va rio us  
an im a ls  t h ro ugh o u t  t h e  wo rld . 

Ligh t  p o llu t io n  an d  it s  
e ffe c t s  o n  an im a ls

Wh e n  an  a re a  is  lit  up  a t  n igh t , it  m ake s  t h e  
n igh t  ap p e a r a s  d ay. Th is  can  co n fuse  

n o c t u rn a l an im a ls  (an im a ls  wh o  a re  ac t ive  a t  
n igh t ) such  a s  va rio us  sp e c ie s  o f b ird s , 
t u rt le s , m o t h s , b a t s , an d  m an y m o re .



Bird s
No ct u rn a l b ird s  such  a s  o wls  re ly o n  t h e  d a rkn e ss  fo r 

h un t in g, p ro t e c t io n  fo r t h e ir  yo un g, re p ro d uct io n , an d  le ss  
co m p e t it io n  wit h  o t h e r b ird s  o f p re y. Owls  h ave  n igh t t im e  

ad ap t a t io n s  t h a t  m ake s  t h e m  ke e n  h un t e rs  d u rin g t h e  
n igh t . Wh e n  e xp o se d  t o  a  b righ t  ligh t , t h e y can  e as ily 

b e co m e  d iso rie n t e d  d u rin g fligh t .

Me xican  Sp o t t e d  Owls , lo ca l t o  So u t h e rn  Ut ah  

So n gb ird s  a lso  re ly o n  t h e  d a rkn e ss  fo r m igra t io n  d u rin g 
t h e  fa ll an d  win t e r. Bird s  u se  ce le s t ia l p a t t e rn s  in  t h e  sky 

t o  ge t  fro m  o n e  p lace  t o  an o t h e r, a  p ro ce ss  t h a t  t ake s  
p lace  e ve ry ye a r. Ho we ve r, wh e n  flyin g o ve r an  o ve r-lit  

c it y, t h e y can  b e co m e  d iso rie n t e d  an d  o ft e n  co llid e  wit h  
b u ild in gs . Ap p ro xim a t e ly 36 5 m illio n  b ird s  d ie  p e r ye a r 

d ue  t o  co llis io n s .

Nat io n a l Pa rk Se rvice



Bat s  an d  m o t h s  a re  ke y p o llin a t o rs  h e re  in  t h e  h igh  
d e se rt  o f Ut ah . Th e y p o llin a t e  flo we rs  t h a t  b lo o m  a t  

n igh t , such  a s  t h e  sacre d  d a t u ra , an d  t h a t  co n t rib u t e s  
t o  a  h e a lt h y n o ct u rn a l e co sys t e m .

Wh e n  a rt ific ia l ligh t  b e co m e s  p ro m in e n t  in  an  a re a , it  
can  d is t rac t  in se c t s  an d  m ake  it  ap p e a r a s  if it  is  d ay. 
Th o ugh  t h e  re a so n  is  n o t  we ll un d e rs t o o d , m o t h s  a re  

a t t rac t e d  t o  b righ t  ligh t s  an d  can  b e co m e  d iso rie n t e d .

Th e  o n ly flyin g m am m al in  t h e  wo rld , b a t s , a re  
im p o rt an t  t o  o u r e co sys t e m s. Im p act in g p o llin a t io n  
an d  in se c t  co n t ro l, b a t s  re ly o n  t h e  d a rkn e ss  t o  ge t  

a ro un d . Ligh t  p o llu t io n  d is rup t s  n aviga t io n , ro o s t in g, 
an d  fe e d in g, a s  we ll a s  cause  co n fus io n  an d  

d iso rie n t a t io n .

Po llin a t o rs

Nat io n a l Pa rk Se rvice
Na t io n a l Pa rk Se rvice



Mam m als  a lso  d e p e n d  h e avily o n  t h e  d a rkn e ss . 
An im a ls  such  a s  co yo t e s  an d  fo xe s  d e p e n d  o n  t h e  d a rk 
o f n igh t  fo r h un t in g in  s t e a lt h . Mo un t a in  lio n s  a lso  use  

t h e  d a rkn e ss  fo r fin d in g p re y. Wit h  t h e ir  in cre d ib ly 
la rge  e ye s  t h a t  co n t a in  m o re  ro d s  t h an  co n e s , t h e y can  

d isce rn  d e t a ils  in  m uch  lo we r ligh t  t h an  h um an s  an d  
o t h e r d iu rn a l an im a ls .

Ot h e r an im a ls  such  a s  b e ave rs , d e e r, an d  e lk, a re  
c re p uscu la r, m e an in g t h a t  t h e y a re  ac t ive  in  t h e  h o urs  

a ro un d  d awn  an d  d usk. Th is  t ran s it io n a l p e rio d  
b e t we e n  d ay an d  n igh t  a llo ws fo r co o le r t e m p e ra t u re s , 

e n o ugh  d ayligh t  t o  b e  ab le  t o  se e , an d  m in im a l 
sun ligh t . Man y m am m als  p re fe r t h is  t im e  p e rio d  fo r 

h un t in g an d  m a t in g.

Mam m als

Gray Fo xe s  an d  Mu le  
De e r,

Na t io n a l Pa rk Se rvice Na t io n a l Pa rk Se rvice



Th e  En t rad a  In s t it u t e  is  co -h o st  t o  t h e  An n ua l He rit age  

St a rfe s t  an d  t h ro ugh  it s  m iss io n  p ro m o t e s  gre a t e r n igh t  

sky co n se rva t io n  t h ro ugh  e d uca t io n a l o u t re ach , lo ca l 

ligh t in g in it ia t ive s , an d  so c ia l in fra s t ruc t u re  t h a t  b rin gs  

p e o p le  t o ge t h e r in  a  co m m o n  e xp e rie n ce .  Be lo w a re  

im age s  o f t h e ir n e wly d e s ign e d  Lin t o n  Ro h r Ob se rva t o ry 

an d  Te asd a le  Pa rk So la r Arch .  Ch e ck o u t  t h e ir sch e d u le  

o f e ve n t s  a t :  h t t p s :/ / e n t rad a in s t it u t e .o rg

https://entradainstitute.org/


In sp ire d  b y t h e  Lib ra ry Te le sco p e  p ro gra m , En t ra d a  
h a s  a cq u ire d  t e le sco p e s  wh ich  ca n  b e  ch e cke d  u t ilize d  

b y t h e  ge n e ra l p ub lic .  Th e y a re  gre a t  fo r b e gin n in g 
s t a rga zin g a c t ivit ie s  wit h  yo ur kid s  o r s t a r  p a rt ie s  wit h  

t h e  fa m ily.  Th e  p ro gra m  is  in t e n d e d  t o  e n co ura ge  
b ud d in g a s t ro n o m e rs  a n d  e xp e rie n ce s  t h a t  le a d  t o  
n igh t  sky s t e wa rd sh ip  fo r a n o t h e r ge n e ra t io n . We  

e n co ura ge  yo u  t o  lo o k a t  re so urce s  a n d  p o st in gs  fro m  
t h is  gro up  a t :

 h t t p s :/ / Lib ra ryt e le sco p e .o rg

https://librarytelescope.org/


To rre y To wn  co m m un it y m e m b e rs  n o t  o n ly sup p o rt e d  

Cap it o l Re e f Na t io n a l Pa rk’s  In t e rn a t io n a l Da rk Sky 

De sign a t io n  b u t  wo rke d  t o  b e co m e  Ut ah ’s  1st  re co gn ize d  

Dark Sky Co m m un it y in  20 18 .  Pass in g t h ro ugh , yo u 'll 

n o t ice  d a rk-sky frie n d ly ligh t in g  o n  lo ca l s t re e t s  an d  

co n t in u in g e ffo rt s  b y lo ca l b usin e sse s   an d  h o use h o ld s  t o  

jo in  in  t h e  e ffo rt s .

Sco t t  T. Sm it hFo r ye a rs  lo ca l a s t ro n o m e rs  vis it e d  t h e  a re a  an d  

p ro m o t e d  e d uca t io n a l o p p o rt un it ie s  fo r vis it o rs .  In  20 10 , 

Ka t e  Maga rga l a lo n g wit h  a  gro up  o f in t e re s t e d  c it ize n s  

p u t  t o ge t h e r t h e  firs t  “He rit age  St a rfe s t ” wit h  p a rt n e rs  

like  En t rad a  In s t it u t e , Cap it a l Re e f Na t io n a l Pa rk an d  t h e  

Sa lt  Lake  Ast ro n o m ica l So cie t y.  Th e  HSF h ap p e n s  d u rin g 

t h e  n e w m o o n  in  Se p t e m b e r in  b o t h  Cap it o l Re e f Na t io n a l 

Pa rk an d  To rre y.  Th e  En t rad a   In s t it u t e  h a s  a lso  

d e ve lo p e d  a  n e w Sp rin g Eq u in o x An n ua l Eve n t , wh ich  

ro lls  o u t  in  20 24 . 



To rre y Dark Skie s , a  lo ca l n o n -p ro fit  
o rgan iza t io n , h a s  a lso  p laye d  a  c rit ica l ro le  in  

a ss is t in g To rre y To wn  in  ga in in g an d  m a in t a in in g 
it s  s t a t us  a s  an  In t e rn a t io n a l Da rk Sky 

Co m m un it y.  

Th e ir m iss io n  in c lud e s  “p ro t e c t io n  o f t h e  n igh t  
skie s  fo r p re se n t  an d  fu t u re  ge n e ra t io n s .”  Yo u’ll 
se e  t h e m  o u t  d o in g se m i-an n ua l m o n it o rin g an d  
le ad in g n igh t  sky e d uca t io n a l e ffo rt s  wit h  lo ca l 

s t ud e n t s  an d  vis it o rs .

Yo u  can  le a rn  m o re  ab o u t  t h e m  a t :
h t t p s :/ / t o rre yd a rkskie s .o rg

https://torreydarkskies.org/


Sle e p in g Ra in b o w Ad ve n t u re s :
Th is  lo ca l b us in e ss  h e lp s  vis it o rs  a cce ss  t h e  
d a rk n igh t  sky a ro un d  Cap it o l Re e f Na t io n a l 

Pa rk an d  To rre y. Sle e p in g Ra in b o w run s  p ub lic  
s t a rgazin g t o u rs  o n  m o st  We d n e sd ays  an d  
Frid ays , a s  we ll a s  b o n fire s  an d  s t a r p a rt ie s  

m o st  Tue sd ays  an d  Sa t u rd ays . Vis it  t h e ir 
we b s it e  t o  le a rn  m o re  ab o u t  b o o kin g yo u r 

s t a rgazin g e xp e rie n ce  a t :
h t t p s :/ / wrad ve n t u re s .co m

https://wradventures.com/


Be st  Loca l Place s  
fo r St a rgazin g

Cap it o l Re e f Na t ion a l Pa rk:
Makin g up  a lm o st  10 0  m ile s  o f t h e  Wa t e rp o cke t  

Fo ld , Cap it o l Re e f h a s  ve ry lit t le  in fra s t ruc t u re  o r 
a rt ific ia l ligh t . It  c re a t e s  fo r a  wild  e xp e rie n ce  b o t h  

d ay an d  n igh t , m akin g it  a  p rim e  p lace  fo r 
s t a rgazin g. Cap it o l Re e f was  d e s ign a t e d  an  
In t e rn a t io n a l Da rk Sky Pa rk b ack in  20 15.

Wayn e  Co un t y:
Th e re  a re  gre a t  p u ll o ffs  a lo n g H24  an d  o n  Sce n ic  
ByWay Ro u t e  12.  Yo u  can  fin d  rv p a rks , cam p in g 

s it e s , KOA, h o t e l/ m o t e l a cco m m od a t ion s , 
b e d / b re akfa st s , an d  o t h e r re n t a ls  t h ro ugh o u t  t h e  

a re a  t o  p lan  yo u r n e xt  gre a t  ad ve n t u re .

Nat io n a l Pa rk Se rvice



Go b lin  Va lle y St a t e  Pa rk:
Lo ca t e d  in  so u t h e a s t e rn  Ut a h , Go b lin  Va lle y h a s  

in cre d ib le  sce n e ry b o t h  d u rin g t h e  d a y a n d  a t  n igh t . 
It 's  re m o t e  lo ca t io n  m a ke s  it  a  p e rfe c t  p la ce  t o  a d m ire  
t h e  s t a rs , wit h  p a rk s t a ff co m m it t in g t o  up h o ld in g t h e  

q ua lit y o f lo ca l n igh t  skie s .

Na t u ra l Brid ge s  Na t io n a l Mo n um e n t :
As a n o t h e r re m o t e  s it e  in  so u t h e rn  Ut a h , Na t u ra l 

Brid ge s  m a ke s  a  wo n d e rfu l p la ce  t o  vie w t h e  n igh t  sky. 
Sit  un d e r a n  in cre d ib le  n a t u ra l ro ck fo rm a t io n  a n d  t a ke  

in  t h e  sce n e ry.

Nat io n a l Pa rk Se rvice

Go b lin  Va lle y St a t e  Pa rk



OK, yo u  wan t  t o  b uy a  t e le sco p e . Wh e re  d o  yo u  s t a rt ?
Think about what you are most interested in seeing. 

Plane t s? Ga laxie s? St a rs?
 The  Moon? De e p  Sky Ob je c t s?

Whe re  will you  t yp ica lly b e  ob se rving from ? 
What  is  your b ud ge t ?

The se  a re  a ll fac t o rs  t o  t ake  in t o  accoun t  whe n  
p urchas ing a  t e le scop e .

Knowing whe re  t o  b e gin  can  b e  t ricky. 
Th is  gu id e  is  he re  t o  he lp !

Be gin n e r 's  Gu id e  t o  
Ast ro n o m y: 
Te le sco p e s



Ap e rt u re
Aperture is the diameter of the telescope's light 
ga t he ring le ns  o r m irro r. Th is  num b e r is  t yp ica lly 

e xp re sse d  in  m illim e t e rs  (m m ) o r inche s  (in ). 
Your t e le scop e  should  have  a t  le as t  2.8  in  (70  m m ) 
ap e rt ure , p re fe rab ly m ore . A la rge r ap e rt ure  he lp s  

you  se e  fa in t e r ob je c t s  and  m ore  d e t a il t han  a  
sm alle r one  can . 

Mo un t s
All t e le scop e s  ne e d  a  s t e ad y m oun t  t o  sup p ort  it . 

Many t e le scop e s  com e  wit h  a  t rip od  o r m oun t  t ha t  
you  can  a t t ach  wit h  a  fe w sc re ws. Moun t s  fo r 

b igge r t e le scop e s  will o ft e n  com e  wit h  rings  o r 
p la t e s  fo r a  s t urd ie r a t t achm e n t .

Price
You should  choose  a  t e le scop e  t ha t  will 

fit  t o  your b ud ge t , in t e re s t s , and  
life s t yle . Many t e le scop e s  cos t  $40 0  o r 

m ore , t hough  som e  can  b e  as  low as  
$250 . Re m e m b e r t ha t  t he  b e s t  

t e le scop e  fo r you  will b e  t he  one  t ha t  
you  use  t he  m os t . 



Diffe re n t  Typ e s  o f Te le sco p e s
You'll likely come across three different types of 

t e le scop e s : re frac t o rs , re fle c t o rs , and  
com p ound s .

Re fra c t o rs  have  a  le ns  a t  t he  fron t  o f t he  t ub e .
Re fle c t o rs  ga t he r ligh t  us ing a  m irro r a t  t he  re a r 

o f t he  m ain  t ub e . You  will like ly ne e d  t o  ad jus t  t he  
op t ica l a lignm e n t  e ve ry so  o ft e n . Th is  t yp e  is  

t yp ica lly ca lle d  a  d o b so n ia n .
Co m p o u n d  t e le scop e s  use  a  com b ina t ion  o f 

le nse s  and  m irro rs . Th is  t yp e  is  t yp ica lly ca lle d  a  
Sch m id t -Ca sse gra in .



Usin g Yo u r Te le sco p e
No matter what type of telescope you 

p urchase , t he re  will b e  a  le a rn ing curve . 
Use  it  a s  m uch  as  you  can . Ge t  use d  t o  t he  

focus  knob , le a rn ing t o  a lign , and  us ing 
any so ft ware  t ha t  com e s  wit h  t he  

t e le scop e . Each  t e le scop e  will b e  s ligh t ly 
d iffe re n t , so  m ake  sure  t o  t ho rough ly re ad  

t he  m anua l b e fo re  you  b e gin  t he  se t  up  
and  ob se rva t ion  p roce ss . 

You 're  re ad y t o  s t a rt  ob se rving!
Try t h ings  ou t , p rac t ice  as  m uch  as  you  

can , and  share  your ne w knowle d ge  wit h  
frie nd s!

For m ore  in fo rm at ion  on  p urchas ing and  
se t t ing up  t e le scop e s , p le ase  vis it  

skyand t e le scop e .o rg



Tip s  fo r
Ast ro p h o t o grap h y

Be fore  you  go :
• Lo o k fo r d a rk skie s  an d  avo id  ligh t  p o llu t io n

• Ch e ck t h e  we a t h e r fo re cas t
• We ar warm  c lo t h e s

Wh a t  t o  b rin g:
• A re d  ligh t  fla sh ligh t

• A DSLR cam e ra  o r m irro rle ss  cam e ra  t h a t  
h a s  m an ua l co n t ro l o ve r sh u t t e r sp e e d , 

ap e rt u re , an d  ISO
• A t rip o d  fo r s t e ad yin g yo u r cam e ra

• Ext ra  b a t t e rie s
• Me m o ry ca rd s

• Wat e r, sn acks , an d  o t h e r e sse n t ia ls  
(e sp e c ia lly if yo u  a re  t rave lin g fa r)



Wh at  We  Can  Do
An im a ls  re ly h e a vily on  d a rkn e ss , wh e t h e r t h e y 
b e  n oc t u rn a l, d iu rn a l, o r  c re p uscu la r. Wit h  t h e  
in cre a se  in  ligh t  p o llu t ion  a roun d  t h e  glob e , we  

h a ve  d is rup t e d  n a t u ra l cyc le s  in  t h e  a n im a l 
kin gd om . Wh a t  ca n  we  d o  t o  fix it ?

Luckily, ligh t  p o llu t ion  is  t h e  e a s ie s t  fo rm  o f 
p o llu t ion  t o  fix. St a rt in g in  you r h om e , you  ca n  

up gra d e  t o  LED ligh t b u lb s , in s t a ll m o t ion  
se n so rs , o r s im p ly t u rn  o ff a  ligh t  wh e n  it  is  n o t  

b e in g u se d .

Wh e n  it  com e s t o  you r loca l com m un it y, 
sp re a d in g a wa re n e ss  o f t h e  issue  o f ligh t  

p o llu t ion  is  ke y. Ma n y p e op le  m a y n o t  e ve n  
re a lize  t h e re  is  a n  issue . Un d e rs t a n d in g a n d  

sh a rin g wh y ligh t  p o llu t ion  is  a n  issue  t o  so lve  
b rin gs  u s  on e  s t e p  c lo se r t o  h e lp in g ou r 

e n viron m e n t  a n d  se e in g a  d a rke r n igh t  sky.



Ligh t in g Basics : 
Wh a t  Yo u  Can  Do  

a t  Ho m e
In t e n t io n a l Ligh t in g:

-Direct light only where needed
-Turn  o ff ligh t s  whe n  t he y a re  

no t  b e ing use d
-Close  b lind s  a t  n igh t  t o  ke e p  t he  

ou t d oors  d a rk
-Ins t a ll m ot ion  se nsors

Co lo r Ma t t e rs :
-Use  ligh t ing t ha t  

e m it s  a  warm e r co lo r, 
such  as  am b e r o r re d

Be co m e  a  Nigh t  Sky 
St e ward :

-Encourage  your 
com m unit y t o  

im p le m e n t  d ark sky 
frie nd ly ligh t ing

-Ad voca t e  fo r t he  
im p ort ance  o f d arkne ss  

fo r hum an  and  
e co logica l he a lt h

Vis it  d a rksky.o rg t o  le a rn  m o re  
ab o u t  d a rk sky frie n d ly ligh t in g an d  

it s  im p o rt an ce  



Dark Sky 
Re so urce s

Be co m in g a  n igh t  sky s t e ward  is  e a s ie r 
t h an  e ve r, wit h  m o re  o rgan iza t io n s  
ad vo ca t in g fo r p re se rvin g o u r skie s .

Th e  fo llo win g re so u rce s  a re  h e lp fu l if 
yo u  a re  cu rio us  ab o u t  le a rn in g wh y we  

p ro t e c t  d a rk skie s  o r wan t  t o  m ake  a  
d iffe re n ce  in  yo u r co m m un it y!

Da rk Sky In t e rn a t io n a l (fo rm e rly t h e  
In t e rn a t io n a l Da rk Sky Asso c ia t io n ) wo rks  t o  

p ro t e c t  t h e  n igh t  skie s  fo r p re se n t  a n d  
fu t u re  ge n e ra t io n s .

Da rkSky d e s ign a t e s  d a rk sky p la ce s  t h a t  
h a ve  go n e  a b o ve  a n d  b e yo n d  b rin gin g 

co m m un it ie s  t o ge t h e r t o  in co rp o ra t e  n igh t -
sky-frie n d ly ligh t in g.

Th e y h a ve  re so urce s  o n  h o w t o  im p le m e n t  
e ffe c t ive  ligh t in g in t o  yo ur o wn  h o m e s  a n d  

b us in e sse s .



Th e  Na t io n a l Pa rk Se rvice  re co gn ize s  
t h a t  t h e  n igh t  sky is  an  im p o rt an t  
p a rk fe a t u re  t h a t  co n t rib u t e s  t o  a  

h e a lt h y e co sys t e m . It  h e lp s  an im a ls  
an d  p lan t s  t h rive .

At  Da rk Sky De s ign a t e d  Pa rks , yo u  
can  se e  im p e ccab le  n igh t  skie s  wh ile  
s it t in g in  un iq ue  lan d scap e s . Man y 
p a rks  a lso  h ave  n igh t  sky sp e c ific  

ran ge r p ro gram s, in c lud in g Cap it o l 
Re e f Na t io n a l Pa rk.

Clear Sky
 Chart

Cle a r Sky Ch a rt  o ffe rs  an  
in t e rac t ive  ligh t  p o llu t io n  m ap  

t h a t  m e asu re s  wh e re  t h e  
b righ t e s t  an d  d a rke s t  p lace s  a re  

in  t h e  wo rld .
Th e y a lso  m o n it o r va rio us  d a rk 
sky s it e s  an d  give  re ad in gs  fo r 

c lo ud  co ve r, t ran sp a re n cy, 
d a rkn e ss , sm o ke , win d , an d  

h um id it y, wh ich  can  a ll im p ac t  
h o w d a rk t h e  n igh t  sky is .



Th e  Cla rk Plan e t a rium  p ro vid e s  an  
e d uca t io n a l sp ace  e xp e rie n ce  fo r 

vis it o rs .  Lo ca t e d  in  d o wn t o wn  
Sa lt  Lake  Cit y,  it ’s  an  e a sy t re k t o  
e xp e rie n ce  sc ie n ce , b e au t y, an d  

t h e  im p o rt an ce  o f a s t ro n o m y. 
Cla rk Plan e t a rium  a lso  h a s  

ro t a t in g e xh ib it s  an d  in t e rac t ive   
s t a t io n s  fo r kid s  an d  wo rks  
re m o t e ly o n  e d uca t io n  wit h  

gro up s  like  t h e  En t rad a  In s t it u t e .

Th e  Un ive rs it y o f Ut ah ’s  Da rk 
Sky St ud ie s  m in o r is  t h e  firs t  

un ive rs it y p ro gram  o f it s  kin d  – 
fo cuse d  co m p le t e ly o n  t h e  
im p ac t s  o f ligh t  p o llu t io n . 

St ud e n t s  in  t h e  Da rk Sky m in o r 
s t ud y t h e  h a rm fu l e ffe c t s  o f 

a rt ific ia l ligh t  in  h o p e s  t o  
p re se rve  o u r n igh t  skie s .  

Th e  En t rad a  In s t it u t e  an d  
Cap it a l Re e f Na t io n a l Pa rk 

p a rt n e r wit h  t h e  Un ive rs it y o f 
Ut ah  o n  a  sum m e r in t e rn sh ip  

p ro gram .



Skym a p s p ro vid e s  m o n t h ly m a p s  
o f t h e  n igh t  sky fo r yo ur 

co n ve n ie n ce . It  la b e ls  va rio us  
d e e p  sky o b je c t s , p la n e t s , a n d  

co n st e lla t io n s .
It  a lso  h o use s  lin ks  t o  o t h e r d a rk 

sky b o o ks  a n d  in fo rm a t io n .

Fo r m o re  co m m un it y e n gage m e n t , 
se a rch  fo r a  lo ca l a s t ro n o m ica l 

so c ie t y t o  b e co m e  in vo lve d  wit h . 
Man y c it ie s  will h ave  s t a r p a rt ie s , 

t e le sco p e  t ra in in gs , an d  ge t  
t o ge t h e rs  t o  d iscuss  o u r b e au t ifu l 

n igh t  skie s .

NASA p ro vid e s  skywa t ch in g 
h igh ligh t s  fo r e a ch  m o n t h . Th e se  

in c lud e  wh a t  p la n e t s  a n d  
co n st e lla t io n s  will b e  vis ib le , wh e n  

t h e  d a rke s t  n igh t s  will b e , a n d  
m o o n  p h a se s . NASA a lso  ke e p s  

yo u  up d a t e d  o n  wh a t  is  h a p p e n in g 
in  t e rm s o f t e le sco p e s , t r ip s  

t h ro ugh o u t  sp a ce , a n d  
d e ve lo p m e n t  in  p ro je c t s .



We thank you for making the past 
25+ Years Celebrating the Colorado 

Plateau a success!  The Entrada 
Institute remains dedicated to 
preserving and celebrating the 
natural, historical, and cultural 

heritage of the Colorado Plateau 
and its dark sky.

ART | HUMANITIES | MUSIC | SCIENCE
The Entrada Institute has a full schedule

of events for 2023.
Unless otherwise indicated, Sunset Series and 
Artist -in -Residence events begin at 7:00 pm.

185 West Main St.  Torrey, Utah 84775
https://entradainstitute.org/give 
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